
 
 

   
   

            
            
             

 
   
   

Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to  

Saint Matthew 4:12-23 
 
 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 

He left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the sea, in the region of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had been said through Isaiah the prophet 

might be fulfilled:  

Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, 

the people who sit in darkness have seen a great light, on those dwelling in a 

land overshadowed by death light has arisen." 

 

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say,  

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is 

called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; they were 

fishermen. 

He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men."  

At once they left their nets and followed him. 

He walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of 

Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father 

Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left their 

boat and their father and followed him.  

He went around all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 

gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness among the 

people. 
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BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING 

 
 
Today's Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus' public 

ministry. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
(called the Synoptic Gospels), Jesus' public ministry 

begins after his baptism by John the Baptist and after 
his retreat to the desert where he was tempted by the 

devil. When Jesus returns from the desert, he hears that 
John has been arrested. 

 

The first part of today's Gospel places Jesus' ministry in 
the context of the writings of the prophet, Isaiah. 

Matthew wants to show that Jesus is the fulfillment of 
the prophecies given to the people of Israel, and he refers 

to Isaiah to do so. Isaiah says that the Messiah will begin 
his ministry in Galilee, the land of the Gentiles. When 

Jesus begins to preach in Galilee, Matthew points to his 
ministry as a fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy, proof that 

Jesus is the Messiah. 
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When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us 

that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, James and John) 
dropped everything to follow Jesus immediately. Yet this 

Gospel tells us little about the prior experience that the 
fishermen had of Jesus. Did they know him? Had they 

heard him preach? What kind of person must Jesus have 
been to invoke such a response? We can imagine that 

Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit a response as 
immediate and complete as these first disciples gave. 

 

The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry 

that Jesus begins in Galilee. Jesus inaugurates the 
Kingdom of God with his work. He teaches in the 

synagogue and preaches the kingdom. His ability to cure 
people's diseases and illness is a sign of the kingdom. In 

Jesus' ministry, we already begin to see the Kingdom of 
God among us. 
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